Calculus 

Introduction to the slope of a curve

Successes and Shortcomings

This lesson was designed to introduce the notion of the derivative of a function through independent, online learning. This was a very successful lesson. The students worked with little teacher involvement. Although they were apprehensive about learning independently, they did quite well with the subject matter. Student performance and learning levels were consistent with regular classroom instruction results.

Students reported that the animations provided a good, informal visual demonstration of the concept and provided a bit of fun. Immediate feedback on online problem solutions was a plus. 

Students did suggest breaking the Activity days into individual web pages for ease of navigation. 

Although I normally do no take four days to introduce the derivative and the tangent line equation, I do not regret the time spent on this project. Students benefited from the extra time to master the concepts. I am considering paring the lesson down to 3 days, but haven’t made a final decision.

This experience has been very positive. I will continue to explore ways to improve my teaching by taking advantage of the technology available.

