Pre Test Chapter 1 & 2

Read the following paragraphs and answer the questions that follow.

The sun was warming the brush houses, breaking through its crevices in long streaks.  And one of the streaks fell on the hanging box where Coyotito lay, and on the ropes that held it.  

It was a tiny movement that drew their eyes to the hanging box.  Kino and Juana froze in their positions.  Down the rope that hung the baby’s box from the roof support a scorpion moved slowly.  His stinging tail was straight out behind him, but he could whip it up in a flash of time.

Kino’s breath whistled in his nostrils and he opened his mouth to stop it.  And then the startled look was gone from him and the rigidity from his body.  In his mind a new song had come, the Song of Evil, the music of the enemy and underneath the Song of the Family cried plaintively.

1. What is the main event in this selection?

a. it  is very hot outside

b. a scorpion may sting the baby

c. Kino is singing a song

2. What time of day is it?

a. daytime

b. evening

c. midnight

3. Why does Kino hear the Song of Evil?

a. Juana was angry at him

b. Kino had a headache

c. Kino was nervous and scared

4. What is the meaning of crevices?

a. clouds

b. cracks

c. windows

d. clothes

5. What is the meaning of froze?

a. cold day

b. literal meaning

c. figurative meaning

d. an animal

6. Authors reveal characters to the readers by

a. describing how they look, act, or think

b. telling what they say or what others say about them

c. both a and b

7. The description of Kino helps to establish

a. Kino’s character

b. Advance the plot’s action

c. A description of his home

d. The mood of the selection

8. What figurative language is expressed by – breath whistled

a. chilly

b. onomatopoeia

c. simile

d. rhyme

9. Define rigidity

a. a dance

b. color

c. stiffness

d. backache

10.  Define plaintively

a. sadly

b. politely

c. peacefully

d. poorly

11.  What is a scorpion?

a. an insect that looks like a tiny lobster

b. to scratch

c. a scary story

d. a sharp object

12. Paraphrase the selection using your own words.  Describe the setting, the characters, and the main event. ___________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

13. In a short paragraph discuss the theme. What is Steinbeck trying to tell us about life?__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

